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ALBANIA (SHQIPERI) 

The territory of what is today Albania was populated by Illyrian tribes in Antiquity. It came under the rule 
of the Roman Republic by the early 2 nd century BC, and then remained within the Eastern Roman Empire after 
AD 395. During the Middle Ages it passed intermittently to Bulgaria and Serbia and some important ports like 
Durazzo (Durres) and Butrinto (Butrinti) fell under the control of Italian powers such as the Republic of Venice 
and the Angevin Kingdom of Naples. The first Albanian polity seems to have been that of Progon of Kruje, who 
profited from the weakening of the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire to rule autonomously over part of 
Albania. A kingdom of Albania was declared to describe the possessions carved out on behalf of the Neapolitan 
king Carlo I in 1 272. After 1 294 lordship over this kingdom was ceded to junior members of the Neapolitan 
royal house, who ruled as “lords of the Kingdom of Albania” and then as dukes of Durazzo. By 1368 this had 
been liquidated by the Albanian clan of Thopia, which dominated Albania until the Ottoman conquest in 1415. 

In 1443 the Albanians rose in revolt against the Ottoman Empire under the leadership of Gjergj Kastrioti 
(“Skanderbeg”), who led an alliance of Albanian tribal chieftains known as the League of Lezhe. This new 
Albanian principality was eventually destroyed, and the entire area passed to the Ottoman Empire by 1481. 

At the time of the First Balkan War (1912), with Ottoman rule being swept out throughout the Balkans by 
Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, and Montenegro, the Albanians declared independence, in part hoping to preserve their 
lands from Greek, Serbian, and Montenegrin territorial ambitions. The Great Powers recognized an independent 
Albania in 1913, and the German prince Wilhelm ofWied, nephew of the Romanian queen Elisabeth, was 
chosen as sovereign prince of Albania in 1914. However, a Greek invasion and the outbreak of World War I 
prevented the prince’s establishment in power, and he left the country without formally abdicating after less than 
six months. After the war, Albania was briefly occupied by Greece, Serbia, and Italy, but its independence was 
once again guaranteed in 1920. A series of unstable governments rapidly succeeded each other, ostensibly ruling 
in the name of the exiled prince, with Ahmet Zogu gradually rising in importance. Albania was declared a 
republic in 1925, and Ahmet Zogu was chosen to serve as president with dictatorial powers for a 7-year term. In 
1928 a new constituent assembly emended the constitution, and Albania became a kingdom, with Ahmet Zogu 
as king Zog I. He attempted to create a strong and centralized secular state (for example abolishing Islamic law 
in 1929), an effort complicated by economic dependence on Italy. As relations between the two countries 
deteriorated, the Italian dictator Mussolini invaded and occupied Albania in 1939. Zog I fled with his family and 
the Albanian parliament offered the crown to the Italian king Vittorio Emanuele III. Under Italian rule Albania 
briefly had nominal possession of most lands populated by Albanian majorities or significant minorities. When 
the Italian army surrendered to the allies in 1943 Vittorio Emanuele III abdicated in Albania in favor of Zog I. 
However, the country was occupied by Germany and then came under the control of a Communist government. 
King Zog I remained in exile. In 1946 the monarchy was formally abolished, and Albania became a republic. 

The rulers of Albania used a variety of titles, mostly unattested in Albanian for the medieval period. In the 
modern period Wilhelm ofWied reigned as sovereign prince of Albania (princ i Shqiperise), but was called king 
(mbret) in Albania itself. The next monarch, Zog I, was recognized internationally as king of the Albanians 
(mbret i Shqiptareve). Names are presented in vernacular Albanian, French, German, Italian, and Serbian forms. 

Princes of Albania (Arber) in Kruje 

Progon ... ruler of Kruje 
Gjin ... son of Progon 
Dhimiter ... son of Progon 

(to Epirus 1215; to Bulgaria 1230; to Epirus 1246; to Nikaia/Eastern Roman Empire 1253) 

Kings of Albania in Durazzo (Durres) 

Capetian House of Anjou 

1272—1285 Carlo I (ofAnjou) ... son of king Louis VIII of France; Naples 1266—1285 

1285 — 1294 Carlo II, the Lame ... son of Carlo I; abdicated; Naples 1285 — 1309 

Lords of the Kingdom of Albania in Durazzo (Durres) 

Capetian House of Anjou-Taranto 

1294—1332 Filippo (of Taranto) ... son of Carlo II; prince of Achaea 1307—1313; Latin emperor 1313 —1332 

1332—1333 Roberto ... son of Filippo; abdicated; prince of Achaea and Latin emperor 1346—1364 


House of Progon 
1190—1198 
1198—1208 
1208—1215 
1215—1272 
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Dukes of Durazzo (Durres) 

Capetian House ofAnjou-Durazzo 

1333 —1336 Giovanni (of Gravina) ... son of Carlo II; prince of Achaea 1318—13 3 3 

1336—1348 Carlo ... son of Giovanni 

1348—1368 Giovanna ... daughter of Carlo; deposed, died 1387 
& 1366—1368 Louis (ofEvreux) ... husband of Giovanna; son ofking Felipe III ofNavarre; deposed, died 1376 

Princes of Albania in Durres and Kruje 

House of Thopia 

1368—1381 Karl ... son of Andre Thopia by bastard daughter ofking Roberto of Naples; deposed 1 
House of Balsic 

1381—1385 Balsa ... brother ofVojisava, wife ofKarl; son ofBalsa I ofZeta; Zeta 1361—1385 
House of Thopia 

1385 — 1387 Karl ... restored 

1387—1391 Gjergj ... son ofKarl; ceded Durazzo to Venice 1391, retaining Kruje 
1391—:i4oi Elena ... daughter ofKarl 

& 1391—1394 Marco Barbarigo ... husband of Elena; deposed, died 1418: 

& 1395 — 1401 Konstantin Balsic ... married Elena; son of Burad I ofZeta 

1401—1415 Niketa ... son of (?) Gjergj, brother ofKarl 
141 5 — 1443 (to the Ottoman Empire) 

House ofKastrioti 

1443 — 1468 Gjergj (Skenderbeu) ... son of Gjon Kastrioti of Mat; prince in Kruje 

1468—1474 Gjon ... son of Gjergj; abdicated, died 1485: 

• Leke Dukagjini ... son of Pal Dukagjini; leader of the League of Lezhe 1468—1481 
(to Venice 1474; to the Ottoman Empire 1478) 

Princes of Albania 

House ofWied 

1914—1915 Wilhelm I 1 * ... son of prince Wilhelm ofWied; deposed,’ died 1945 
1915 — 1918 (republic) 

Kings of the Albanians 

House of Zogu 

1918—1939 Zog I 4 ... son ofXhemal Pasha Zogolli; president 1915 — 1918; deposed 
House of Savoy (Italy) 

1939—1943 Vittorio Emanuele III ... son ofking Umberto I of Italy; abdicated; Italy 1900—1946; Ethiopia 
1937-1943; died 1947 

House of Zogu 

1943 — 1946 Zog I ... nominally restored 5 ; deposed, died 1961 

(republic 1946) 


1 Durazzo was briefly re-occupied by Louis ofEvreux and the Navarrese Company in 1376. 

1 Also titled Skenderbeu II. 

5 In exile since 1914. 

4 Originally named Ahmet Zogolli; also titled Skenderbeu III. 

5 Zog I remained in exile during the German occupation (1943 — 1944) and while the country was governed by a 
Communist government (since 1944). 



